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Course Timeline 

Participants have one year to complete the course. Participants must spend a minimum of 
three weeks in this course. 

Course Description 
 
Do you have readers in your class that are reading far below grade level? This course is 
designed for teachers who work with readers in grades 6-8 who are one to four years 
behind the appropriate reading level. The course materials are based on current best-
practices research on helping students with reading difficulties. Topics addressed in the 
course include assessment and diagnosis of reading difficulties, differentiation strategies, 
fluency skills, vocabulary development, and cognitive reading strategies. Key 
comprehension strategies such as how to summarize and infer are presented along with 
fix-it strategies students can use when they begin to struggle. Specific vocabulary topics 
presented include the three tiers of words, self-collection, using context clues, and the 
importance of direct instruction. Teachers will also learn how to develop individual 
reading profiles and reading plans based on assessment data. Finally, teachers will learn 
how to best select appropriate reading materials for those who struggle. By the end of this 
course, teachers will know how to help students become better readers with improved 
comprehension skills.  
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Educational Outcomes 
 

1. Teachers will understand the basics of administering various reading assessments. 
2. Teachers will learn the importance of data collection. 
3. Teachers will learn how to effectively collect individual reading data for students. 
4. Teachers will learn how to assemble and teach flexible groups of readers. 
5. Teachers will understand the zone of proximal development. 
6. Teachers will understand how assessment should drive instruction. 
7. Teachers will learn specific strategies for teaching summarization 
8. Teachers will learn specific strategies for teaching inferring. 
9. Teachers will learn how to write individual reading plans. 
10. Teachers will understand the fundamentals of fluency instruction. 
11. Teachers will understand and be able to teach cognitive reading strategies. 
12. Teachers will learn the three tiers of vocabulary words. 
13. Teachers will be able to use a variety of strategies to teach vocabulary. 
14. Teachers will learn how to help student use context clues to determine unknown 

words as a strategy. 
15. Teachers will be able to help students find books that best meet their needs. 

Instructional Media 

• Online Discussions 
• Online Engagement 
• Online Collaboration 
• Instructor Feedback 
• Instructor Interaction 
• Online Resources and Websites 
• Supplemental Instructional Materials 
• Printable Classroom Resources 

 
Evaluation 
 

• Test #1 (5% of final grade) 
• Test #2 (5% of final grade) 
• Test #3 (5% of final grade) 
• Test #4 (5% of final grade) 
• Test #5 (5% of final grade) 
• Autobiography and Goals for the Course (10% of final grade) 
• Article/Video Reflection (15% of final grade) 
• Course Collaboration/Share Ideas with the Class (10% of final grade) 
• Cumulative Assignment/Project: Develop an Individual Reading Profile for a 

Case Study (20% of final grade) 
• Culminating Practicum (20% of final grade) 
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Topical Outline 

Unit One 
 

• Introduction to Reading Data Collection 
• Commonly Used Assessments Part One 
• Commonly Used Assessments Part Two 
• Assignment #1 

Write an autobiography including information about yourself, your grade level 
and what you specifically hope to learn about reading interventions. Your 
autobiography should be a minimum of three paragraphs. 

• Test #1 
 
Unit Two 
 

• Using Assessment to Drive Instruction 
• Individual Reading Profiles  
• Zone of Proximal Development 
• Individual Reading Plans 
• Reading Groups 
• Assignment #2 

As an educator, it is important to be aware of the research, studies, and 
professional work done in the field. In the course, you will find an article and 
video that are relevant to the specific course content. Read the article and then 
write an essay with your thoughts. 

• Test #2 
 
Unit Three 
 

• Fluency Fundamentals 
• Fluency Teaching Strategies 
• Assignment # 3 

Online Discussion Board Participation/Engagement: Please post a tip, strategy, 
or idea that specifically relates to interventions for reading problems and will 
make a difference to other teachers in their own classrooms. Your assignment 
should be a minimum of three paragraphs and detailed enough for another 
teacher to easily follow. This is a great opportunity to share and collaborate with 
other teachers at your grade level around the country. Take time to review and 
respond to other postings that are relevant to your classroom population in order 
to gain effective ideas to use immediately in your classroom. 

• Test #3 
 
Unit Four 
 

• Reading Comprehension and Cognitive Strategies 
• Strategies to Teach Summarizing 
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• Strategies to Teach Inferring 
• Strategies to Help Readers Make Connections 
• Fix-It Strategies 
• Test #4 

 
Unit Five 
  

• Teaching Vocabulary 
• Three “Tiers” of Words 
• Direct Vocabulary Instruction 
• Using Context Clues 
• Vocabulary Self-Collection 
• Test #5 

 
Unit Six 
 

• Voice and Choice in Reading 
• Using Hi/Lo Materials  
• Using Non Fiction Books 
• Assignment #4 

Write an Individual Reading Profile for the student specified in the course. 
Include your interpretation of the student as a reader, the goal, and your plan to 
meet the goal. Keep in mind that this assignment is a cumulative project and 
therefore, you are expected to demonstrate the knowledge you gained from the 
course and your ability to apply what you have learned in a practical setting. 

• Assignment #5 
The culminating practicum is a three-step process. (1) In the first assignment, you 
were asked what goals you had and what you hoped to learn from the course. 
Think back to your original goals for this course. Write a minimum two-
paragraph reflection specifically describing how what you learned can be used to 
help you reach those goal(s). (2) Next, write a minimum three-paragraph plan 
that specifically describes the ways in which you intend to implement a particular 
strategy you learned in this course into your own teaching situation. (3) Last, 
write a minimum two-paragraph reflection describing a student you have or have 
had in the past. Then, discuss how the strategies you learned in this course will 
specifically benefit that student as you put your plan into action. 
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